


We were all sitting around
the big kitchen table, It was
Saturday moming. Pancake
morning. Mom was squeezing
oranges for juice. Henry and |
were betting on how many
pancakes we each could eat.
And Grandpa was doing the




. » - and landed right on Henry.
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After we realized that the
Aying object was only a pancake,
we all laughed, even Grandpa.
Breakfast continued quite
uneventfully. All the other
pancakes landed in the pan.
And all of them were eaten,
even the one that landed on
Henry.




That night. touched off
by the pancake incident at =
breakfast, Grandpa told us the |
best tall-tale bedtime story g
he'd ever told. ! I < e s R f- g L i -y
of huge bumpy mountains, : T et 3, L
across three hot deserts, and

™ . there lay the tiny town of
_ Chewandswallow.




In most ways. it was very
much like any other tiny town. &
It had a Main Strect lined it
with stores, houses with trees
| and gardens arcund them.
| & schoolhouse, about thipee
| hundred people, and some
| assorted cats and dogs.
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But there were no
food stores in the town of
Chewandswallow, They

didn’t need any, The sky )

supplied all the food they
could possibly want,
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The only thing that

UWALERT | was really different about

n Chewandswallow was its

1 | weather. It came three

times a day. at breakfast,

| r lunch, and dinner. Every.

thing that everyone ate
came from the sky.




Whatever the weather |
served, that was what they ate. |
But it never rained rain. J
It never snowed snow. And it | J
things like soup and juice. It |
snowed mashed potatoes and |
green peas. And sometimes | J
|
|

the wind blew in storms of
hamburgers.




~ The people could watch the weather report on television in the morning and they would even

hear a prediction for the next day's f‘q-ud.
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When the towns-

. r. peaple went outside,
=l they carried their
|.'r].!.1.|:~|. cups, glasses,

M forks, spoons, knives
and napkins with
them. That way they
would always be

g repared for any kind

- . : { of weather
i . }-L If there were left-

Lovers, and there u_nu.'l”}l
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were, the people took
thern home and put
them in their refriger-
ators in case they got
hungry between
meals.




“The menu varied.

" By the time they woke up
in the morning, breakfast was
coming dowr.

followed by pieces of toast.
Butter and jelly sprinkled

of the time it rained milk
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dewn for the toast. And most |
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Fn-r !um:lh. ane -|:]E|.'_|,-', l"[unkfu:rt:n. nlm{]}r In ‘I:!'L-l:-:ir :rn]]u, blew in from the morthwest at

about five miles an hour.
There were mustard clouds nearby. Then the wind shifted to the cast and brought in

baked beans.
A drizzle of soda finished off the meal.




Dinner one night consisted
of lamb chops, becoming heavy
at times, with oecasional
ketchup. Periods of peas and
baked potatoss were fallowed
by gradual clearing. with a

wonderful Jell-O setting in the

fl:rl:||.‘.~|.|l:'-:;| same of it into the

s . - | i
r.—--- Snnikation |.|r'_-.|.'||l.'|||-||‘. of hzsh and turt les wnd whales |

te eat, The rest of the food |
wis put back into the earth 5

s that the sail would be L

Chewandswallow had a rather
unusual job for a sanitatian
department. [t had te remove
the tood that Fell on the houses richer for the people’s
and Hl-:l-'".'.'.l-..i-- and |.nwn.== |:|-e:-'.-.'|_-r 1] rr!|:||-.
The w orkers cleaned r'.':.:|r||_,:-. up

after every meal and fed all

the c:lf!-:i::- and cats, Then l|'|4.-!.:

surrcunding cceans for the
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The next day there was only |‘:||_|-r_i:r.-|.ll all
overcooked,
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! And the next day there were brussel 5.]-.|n:|-'uts."| | Another day there i & pea mup_Eng
| and peanut butter with mayonnaise. | | No one could see where they were going and
' | they could barely find the rest of the meal that

} N G
. PRy T | stuck in the
; .Enmbh_ :E'l-‘l-‘t in the bog.
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The food wﬁ getting larger and larger, and so were the partions. The people were getting | 4

frightened. Violent storms blew up freq ﬂ'-‘""!u Awful ““_'335 ware ""l"T'"'“"'“ . here was & ul.-|r|:_:-|:-|=:- ._..._E:I T
One Tuesday there was a E . 7 : f one morning and a downpour F |

hurricane of hmil.cl and ralls e of maple syrup that nearly i |

all day Il:mt and into the A fooded th1. bown. A huge pan |

HE;LT.::M soft _r:i.“-ﬂ cake covered the school Mo ane ¥
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could get it off because of its

weight. so they had to close the
A ||-:a-ca-|

secds and some without. There t:
was white bread and rye and  jp =
whole wheat toast. Most of it
was larger than they had ever
seen bread and rolls before,

It was a terrible day.
Everyone had to stay indoars, |0
Roofs were damaged, and the
Sanitation Department was
beside itself. The mess took
the workers four dayvs to elean
up, and the sea was full of
Aoating rolls.

To help out, the people piled up as much bread as they could in their backyards. The birds |
picked at it a bit, but it just stayed there and got staler and staler
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Lunch one day brought
fAifteen-inch drifts of cream
| cheese and jelly sandwiches
=1 Evervone ate themselves
| sick and the day ended with |'-'

a stomachache.
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There was an awful salt and B8
pepper wind accompanied by 8
A GVEn worse tomato tornado,
People were sneezing them-

selves silly and running to

avoid the tomatoes. The tawn

was a mess. | here were seeds

and pulp everywhere.
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The Sanitation artment g v ' o {1 . : ! o

gave up. The job was too big. -~
S0 A OeCISion was made to
abandon the town of Chewand-

Everyone feared for their
lives, They couldn't go Ay j ; : " [
pateids icet of th e I ) : I W ] e o g =™ |t was a matter of S

Many houses had been badly R : = ey NG i ~ of survival.
damaged by gnant meathalls, - = ; ; = : Tag £ Lol o
stores were boarded up and £

there was no more school




The people glued lﬂgn;.htr the giant Pi.c-l:II::- of stale bread sandwich-style with peanut butter ., _|

[ +-{| | . . . took the absolute necessities with them, and set sail on their rafts for & new ! land. |
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The children began school  on shelves, packaged in
again, and the adults all tried  boxes, cans and bottles, Meat
to find places for themselves  that had to be cooked was
in the new land. The biggest kept in large refrigerators.

| change they had to make was Nothing came down from the
Retting used to buying food at Hh:-' except rain and snow.
a supermarket. They found it  The clouds above their heads
| odd that the food was kept were not made of fried eggs.
. Mo one ever got hit by a
hamburger again.
And Hﬂbﬂd}' dared to go
. back ta Che'wa.nd:walhw to
i find aut what had hnpp-:nc-d
{ toit. They were too afraid.””
Henry and | were awake
until the Yery end ol Grand.pn.‘l
sEOTY. I remember his :g-n-u-:!-

Gl night kiss.
! Lo

After being afloat for a week,
they finally reached a small
coastal town, which welcomed |5 _
them. The bread had held up 7 S0 =
surprisingly well, well encugh L .
for them to build temperary s
houses for themselves out of it. |




We ran dewnstairs for breakfast and ate i.i;_
a little faster than usual so we could go sledding
with Grandpa.
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